Recent years have seen a good degree of differentiation in secondary schools. Some distinction has been made in the elementary school between the needs of rural and urban populations. Much less thought has been given to the varying needs of different children in any one school jurisdiction. Children who will leave school at fourteen are in most cases given the same course of study as those who will go on to the high or the vocational school. Pupils who did not possess intelligence or capability for mastering the subjects of this academic course of study have been allowed to drop behind their fellows and to repeat what has been for them a treadmill routine, an uninteresting grind, which has left them ill prepared for any vocation or even for vocational training. This has been an expensive process and the presence of these repeaters has not only added to the financial burden of the taxpayer but has seriously decreased the effectiveness of the elementary grade teacher in her work with the other children.
The establishment of special classes for these subnormal children has been an important step in a much needed differentiation of the elementary school system. The present New Jersey law has assigned specially trained teachers to classes for children "three years below normal" and has limited the enrolment to fifteen. This has involved a considerable increase, usually about three-fold, in the expense per pupil. What has been the justification for this expense?
In the first place the warrant for the establishment of such classes lies in the fact that by this means the regular grade teacher (27) has been relieved of the burden which the presence of these children involved and her effectiveness with the normal children under her care has been appreciably increased.
The Lastly, since all subnormal children cannot be cared for in institutions at the present time, these classes offer them an educational opportunity. This is the least important of the three reasons, though it is at times the first one mentioned. Alone it would not be sufficient warrant for expensive instruction under trained teachers.
In its earlier development the special class for subnormal children was usually organized in a graded elementary school. In many cases the room used differed little in arrangement and equipment from any other room in the building. The children assigned to this class were placed in it because they were "backward," "over age," "retarded," or even in some cases because they were difficult to discipline in the regular class, the so-called incorrigible type. 
